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were expected to spend much time helping the adults in
school. They were taught only about the present. Teachers
forgot that there existed a past history and a past culture."
So said the director of the laboratory to me when discussing his
work. In further discussion on method, he claimed that the
subject method did make the children interested in their work
and take an intelligently active part in the life outside. Whereas
the Project Method used adult activities from life outside the
school to stimulate interest in the school and in work within the
classroom, the present Soviet method used the school and the
work within the classroom to stimulate interest and activity in
the life outside—a sort of inverted Project, Method. The follow-
ing incidents were two of several given me to show the success
of the method. The first occurred in the Gorki Model School in
Moscow, in the class which the laboratory director was himself
taking for social science.
During one of his lessons a boy told him that he smelt rotting
potatoes in one of the courtyards on the way to school. To let
food rot, besides being a danger to the community hygienically9
was also an anti-social act punishable by law. What was to be
done ? In one of their social science lessons the children had
learnt how the country and the town were governed. They had
learnt about the Workers' and Peasants' Inspection Commis-
sion;1 how it was the business of the latter to prevent and
punish all anti-social acts, whether in factory, field, office, or
courtyard. Immediately the class decided that the Chairman of
the local Workers' and Peasants' Inspection Committee should
be informed and asked to remove the nuisance. How to inform
him. Obviously the quickest and surest way was to telephone*
Who should telephone ? Why, the boy who had discovered the
nuisance, A Httle hesitatingly, not being sure of the telephone,
he went off to do his duty. In a few minutes he returned s^yiiig
he could not get through. The director was not sure how for this
was the real reason. At his suggestion the class decided thai the
boy make another attempt. This time he snqceede«J in
* Now aliolifihecL
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